'Popping': a cause of soft tissue sepsis in chronic drug abusers.
Septic complications arising from drug misuse are well documented. It is likely that most complications occur as a result of attempted intravenous (i.v.) injection. We report four cases of soft tissue infections where the patients were unable to obtain i.v. access and gave injections of drugs using a technique known as 'popping'. 'Popping' is the deliberate injection of drugs subcutaneously or intramuscularly when i.v. access is not possible. This practice is further discussed and the literature associated with soft tissue infections from drug misuse is reviewed.